September 87, 1963 


^r. Herbert A . Angel 
Acting Archivist of toe baited States 
The National Arcdive s 
Heskiflgtca, D.G. 20403 

Dear -4r. Angel, , 

1 appreciate very much tee promptness of "our reply to my incuiry 
about the court trsaacrlpt the day after I made it. I do than* you for tills 
consideration. 

Hcvever, your letter leaves me with cue st ions. 

e 

Your agency and Dr. •‘■'"•hoads sera the defendants in this action in 
Judge ha Haclo’ a court. His decision was against you. You appealed. It is my 
unlerstending, perhaps incorrect (and if it is, pleese correct me), that to 
appeal the defendant requires tag transcript. 

Your letter says (ray erapoasisi, "I hare had our o ff 1 ee files 
checked for a copy of t a transcript yen requested" and " We dr. net have 
this transcript". 'This is less than saying the National -Archives, the Generel 
services “-drain:, stre Sion or tas govarnmeat does not hsve a copy of this trans- 
cript. It coulu very well be elsewhere and not in "our office files". 

It is difficult to believe the rational Archives can be without 
the first end successful challenge to the arrangement under which aovernmeDt 
property of th significance of the prime evidence of the assassination of a 
President was restored the government po.-. -ession. It is else difficult to b -lisve 
there can be s complete archive on this assess 5 nation wit .out this transcript. 
Furthermore, because there is reason to believe end because you do knew this is 
not tne only chellengs to the aforementioned arrangement, another now pending in 
another jurisdiction, it is logical to assume ta»t perhaps elsewhere, not "in 
cur office files", the government does have your copy of this transcript. 1 there- 
fore renew my request for it, from whatever file it ney now temporarily reside. 

Let .as explain further th»4 the part 1 seek is the Mae of the govern- 
ment. * have obtained the other side. It is the government's defense that- I lack. 

For my work to he balanced and complete I went to study sad present the defendant’s 
case. If ana when you locate the transcript i understand the government does have, 
all I went is the afternoon session. I would prefer to come in an examine it sad 
order the pages I will s»e t copied, but if this presents any problem, 1 will buy 
a copy cl toe entire afternoon session. 

It is not possible to impose on the official reporter, to go into thst 
office oad 2 » kB this study, and the chargee made per page by the reporter preclude 
the possibility of buying a copy this way. These charges are prohibitive to researchers 
<md writers. In any event, I believe it is incumbent upon the government to make 
this government record available to me. 

Sinerely, 

Harold — 



